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Our contracts were settled months ago. Despite requests from our 
employers for concessions, such as furloughs and reduced raises, and 
after careful consideration, all of the MTA higher education unions have 
declined to amend our contracts. Our contracts remain as negotiated, 
yet they remain unfunded. 
 
With the goal of getting the settled agreements successfully through the 
Legislature, MTA elected leaders and staff and the Higher Education 
Leadership Council, have launched a multi-pronged campaign to 
persuade legislators to pass contract funding bills.  
 
Here are some quick and dirty facts in answer to some commonly asked 
questions: 
 
Q:  Why have the original agreed-upon raises not yet been paid?  
 
A: Under the Massachusetts public sector bargaining law, settling a 
contract at the bargaining table is only the first step toward 
implementation of the money items in that contract. After the contract is 
ratified and executed, the higher ed employer, either the UMass Board of 
Trustees or the Board of Higher Education, must submit a request for 
funding to the governor. The governor then files a funding bill with the 
Legislature, or returns the money items to the parties for further bargaining. 
 
Once funding legislation has been filed – which has been done for all the 
higher ed contracts – the Legislature needs to pass funding legislation 
before the raises can be implemented.   
 
Q: Where do our contracts stand? 
 
A: While our employers and the governor have taken the necessary initial 
steps, the Legislature has not passed our funding bills. In 2009, they were 
sent to the House Ways and Means Committee, where all bills involving 
expenditure of funds start their journey toward enactment. The Legislature 
has taken no further action. 
 



It is now up to us, MTA staff, elected leaders and MTA higher ed members, 
to move legislators from inaction to action. 
 
Q: Exactly which bill contains funding for my contract? 
 
A: Two bills, filed by the governor, contain provisions for funding the higher 
education contracts: 
 

• House No. 1141 (Revised House 1 filed June 4, 2009) covers 
UMass locals including Classified Staff Union, Classified 
Technical Union, Massachusetts Society of Professors/Faculty 
Staff Union, MSP-Lowell, Maintenance and Trades Union, 
Professional Staff Union and the University Staff Association. 

 
• House No. 4396 (Supplemental budget filed December 15, 

2009) includes funding for contracts held by the Association 
of Professional Administrators, the Massachusetts Community 
College Council and the Massachusetts State College 
Association.  

 
Q: What is the MTA doing? How can I help? 
 
A: MTA lobbyists have begun speaking with members of the Legislature, 
and MTA elected leaders will soon be meeting with the Senate President 
and the Speaker of the House.  
 
We ask that you contact your state representative and your state senator 
and ask them to support passage of the provisions of these bills that 
establish reserve accounts for funding our contracts. Some of you will also 
be asked to attend face-to-face meetings with legislators who hold key 
positions. To ensure you get the necessary support and assistance, HELC 
members will be attending many of the meetings with various legislators. 
 
To contact your legislators by mail, phone or e-mail, use this link, 
http://www.capwiz.com/nea/ma/issues/alert/?alertid=14828936&type=ST
&azip=02421&bzip=5408&show_alert=1 or http://bit.ly/dky6Is. You can also 
find the message by clicking on “Contact Your Legislator” under the 
“Advocacy” tab on the MTA’s website at www.massteacher.org. 


