
 

 

 
 

 
 
April 24, 2003 
 
 
TO: Local Presidents 
  Board of Directors 
 
FROM   Catherine A. Boudreau, President 
  Anne Wass, Vice President 
  Edward P. Sullivan, Executive Director-Treasurer 
 
SUBJECT: House Budget  Bulletin #3 
 

Education Slashed in House Budget 
 
On Wednesday, April 23, 2003, House Ways and Means Committee released its proposed FY04 
budget yesterday.  It totals $22.5 billion, $360 million less than the governor's budget.  There are 
no increases in revenues, but there are increases in fees. The House budget makes deep cuts in 
public education in order to fill in the projected $3 billion shortfall.  Unlike the governor's 
budget, the House does not make changes in collective bargaining or in how higher education is 
reorganized.  
 
Attached is a brief summary of the House Ways and Means budget.  Go to the web for more 
details massteacher.org/budget/ 
 

What's Next? 
 
House debate begins on April 30. Amendments to the budget have to be submitted by Friday, 
April 25.  The new House rules will not allow any amendment over $100,000 unless the money 
is taken from another program.   
 
MTA and other unions are working on acceptable amendments.  When complete, that listing will 
be on the web.  
 

What You Can Do? 
 
bbbb go to MTA web site - massteacher.org/budget/    ASAP 
bbbb e-mail your state representative letting him or her know that we cannot sustain these kinds 

of cuts 
bbbb click the message you want to send and/or create your own message 
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K-12 Education and Local Aid 
 
• Chapter 70 – education aid to cities, towns 

– cut by $150 million (5% cut).  At least 
181districts are cut by 20% and a few 
receive a slight increase (A chart of 
district-by-district levels will be posted on 
the web).  This is the first time in a 
decade that Chapter 70 has not been 
increased.  When the estimated $75 
million cost of maintaining current services 
is taken into account, the effective cut is 
almost $226 million.  

Breakdown of cuts: 
o Elimination of $18 million for class size 

reduction 
o $10 million (21% cut) from Early 

Childhood Education, but House budget  
returns the Community Partnership for 
Children program to the DOE. 

o $7.7 million (58% cut) from early literacy 
programs 

o Elimination of school transportation 
reimbursements, a 37% cut in regional 
transportation, requiring local districts to 
pick up the cost of transportation for non-
public school children 

o Elimination of requirement that $125 per-
pupil be spent on professional 
development 

o Elimination of funding for new school 
building projects 

o Reduces MCAS remediation program from 
$50 to $10 million (80% cut);  
graduation requirement remains in place 

o Reduces funding for the full-day 
kindergarten grant program by $5 million 
(18% cut) 

o A 10% cut to METCO ($1.5 million), a    
        program that helps eliminate racial  
        imbalance 
o Cuts other local aid accounts by $187 

million.  Fifty percent of this money goes 
to local public schools 

o Removes the $70 million for funding 
Master Teacher Program 

 
• Increases funding for special education by 

funding the “circuit breaker” plan that 
assists communities with high special 
education costs 

• Restores $46 million for charter school 
reimbursements for districts where there 
are new or expanding charter schools 

 

Higher Education 
 

• Campus budgets cut $174 million from 
the original FY03 budget, on top of a 
10% cut in the past two years. 

 
• Proposes increasing the employee’s 

share of health insurance premiums for 
all except lowest paid employees from 
current 15% to between 20% and 35% 
depending on salary 

 
• Repeals the Pacheco Law for the 

University of Massachusetts – allowing 
the University to more easily privatize 
certain services 

 
• Provides no funding for library 

materials 
 

• Reduces scholarship aid by $11 million 
from the previous level of $95 million 

 
• Provides $30 million to the Board of 

Higher Education to “reward” colleges 
and the University for making progress 

 
• Does not include the governor’s 

reorganization plan 
 

• Does not include funding of 
outstanding higher education contracts 

 
• No tuition retention 

 
• Line-item budgeting remains  
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